
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 

 

NEW FESTIVAL – THE HOLOCAUST FESTIVAL 

Objectives 

 Discourse about the significance of the Memorial Day for the 

Holocaust and Heroism 

 Discussion about the way in which the day should be celebrated in the 

future 

 

Course of the lesson: 

1. Opening: Many festivals that we celebrate at present have undergone 

extraordinary changes over the generations: Ty BeShvat was firstly 

the date of paying taxes to the king, Chanukah was celebrated in the 

past without stating the miracle of the small jar of oil. 65 years after 

World War II, and the Holocaust, we must ask – how do we want to 

remember and commemorate the Memorial Day for the Holocaust and 

Heroism? 

2. We will read the poem “New Festival” by Vladislav Shlengel (a Jewish 

poet who lived during the time of the Holocaust in the Warsaw 

Ghetto, and was murdered in one of the actions in the ghetto). 

3. We will ask (comprehension questions): 

 How are festivals designed? 

 Explain the examples in the poem 



 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 

 How will Holocaust Day appear in the future, pursuant to the 

poem? 

4. Discussion 

 How in your opinion will Holocaust Day be seen in the distant 

future? How will it be commemorated? 

 How do you think it is appropriate to commemorate Holocaust 

Day? 

 

 

A new festival / Vladislav Shlengel 

Jews need festivals, 

Jews are required to remember, 

Everything that happened at Passover and Purim… 

And the broken Haman’s ears 

This because of….Haman 

And the matzot are the burning Egypt… 

A flag of colours 

Is a commemoration, that the Torah 

And the species – and the Succah –  

All of these have a reason 

All of these are memories 

Miracles, events and times... 

The terrible war will pass 

Which has rent Judaism apart 



 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 

Into pieces, rags and quarters.... 

Jews will remain... 

Will burst forth from somewhere on a certain morning 

Sending regards from death to bring... 

 

Jews need festivals 

Jews are required to remember, 

Because a miracle saved the nation from ruin, 

Alike the festival of Succot (Tabernacles) 

Invite them to remain 

A new festival – not Sukkot – in bomb shelters 

Once a year on the day of freedom 

They will invite guests 

To sit on benches in the bomb shelters 

In lobbies – and in basements 
With prayers they will be satisfied 

With a full heart, joy and faith 

To the bearers of the ritual shall be 

The spade, the pitchfork the club with the hammer 

It will be a fast day, like it was in the basements 

The elders will cry 

The young people will listen 

To everything that happened in the actions, and the blockades... 

They will tell the children 

Who lived in those basements 

Without air, weeks and months 

Here in the dark next to the walls 



 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 

They waited, waited for a long time 

For the first breath of wind, for freedom and sun... 

 

The elders will bless, 

The young people will ridicule, how 

Grandfather sailed with enthusiasm 

“The old man will say everything that he shall desire 

Certainly in that same fabrication: 

Moses crossed the sea....” 

At twilight they will come out of the basements 

Serenity will wait for them 

A beautiful world, better and newer 

In tranquillity, in light and security 

They will sit for a celebratory dinner 

They will serve a swastika cake with honey and a ration card 

 

 

 Haman’s – (The ears of Haman in Yiddish) 

 blockades... –(Improvised checkpoints) 

 ration card – (A food ration card in the Warsaw ghetto) 

 


