
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 

 
RIGHTEOUS GENTILES 

 

Righteous Gentiles – Background 

The attitude of the majority of the local population towards the Jews during the 

Holocaust was tainted with indifference or hostility. The majority watched their 

neighbours being removed from their homes, sent to the ghettos and to the camps or 

murdered; and some of them even collaborated with the murderers. Many of them 

profited from the theft of Jews’ property. However a small minority of people took 

extraordinary courage in order to safeguard their values of morality – these were the 

righteous gentiles. 

The price that the righteous gentiles paid for their acts was different in the different 

countries. In Eastern Europe the Germans executed not only those who hid Jews but 

rather also their families. Everywhere posters were displayed that warned not to help 

the Jews. The savers and the saved lived in continuous fear that they would be caught. 

The concern of informers or exposure by their neighbours or the collaborators was 

always hovering over their heads, and made it even more difficult for normal people to 

breach the consensus and the rules. Those who chose to hide Jews were forced to live an 

underground lifestyle, and be under the fear of informers and exposure. 

Most of the savers were regular people – some of them acted due to their political, 

ideological or religious persuasions. Others were not necessarily idealists but rather 

simple people whereby the fate of the other touched their hearts. In many cases they 

did not intend to become rescuers, and were not prepared at all that they would have to 

make such an extraordinary decision. They were regular people, and their obvious 

compassion should serve us as an example. To date Yad Vashem has recognized more 

than 22,000 people from 44 countries and nations as righteous gentiles. 

 



 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 

Course of the lesson 

Read to the students the story of the Zapat family1. 

Ask: 

 What do you think about the acts of the Zapat family members? 

Should it be taken for granted? 

 How do we behave when we see social injustices occurring in front of 

our eyes? 

 

Albatross and Altiya Zapat 

With the start of the deportation of the Dutch Jews to the east Albatross 

and Altiya Zapat said to Adolph Frum, who was then about 30 years old, that 

if he was in danger, he would always be able to find shelter with them. And 

indeed when Adoph Frum thought that he was about to be deported, he 

accepted the offer of the Zapat family and came to them in August 1942. 

They hid him immediately in one of the empty chicken coops on their farm 

and took care of all his needs. He hid there during the day and at night he 

slept in their home. By the spring of 1943 twelve Jewish people came to the 

Zapat’s home who had escaped deportation to the east. The Zapat family 

accepted the other Jews although they did not know them before their 

arrival. 

 

                                                 
1 You may stop the reading after the murder of the father, and ask – what could the family do in such a situation? What 
would they (the students) have done? 



 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 

The village of Palta had some 1,500 residents. The Zapat family’s farm was 

isolated and close to the forest. During the time they were hidden in the 

chicken coops, the Jews installed, together with Albatross Zapat, a bunker in 

the adjacent forest, some 100 meters from his home, with arrangements 

for sleeping and eating. When the bunker was ready all the hidden Jews 

entered it. The Zapat family supplied them with food, and they cooked for 

themselves. 

 

This situation, which required handling and preparation of food for a large 

number of Jews, could not have taken place in absolute secrecy. The 

neighbours in Palta were suspicious of the Zapat family and on 27.7.44 the 

SS conducted a search for Jews in hiding in the Zapat family’s home. The SS 

removed all the family members to the courtyard and demanded that they 

expose the hiding place of the Jews. When Albatross refused, the SS killed 

him in front of his family. The SS threatened the rest of the family that if 

they did not reveal the hiding place of the Jews they would also be killed 

there and then. Altiya and the children knew where the hiding place was but 

they remained silent and did not reveal anything. 

 

When the SS understood that they would not get an answer they left the 

place and a stunned family remained. Notwithstanding the heavy tragedy 

Altiya did not lose her composure. She informed those in hiding that her 

husband had been killed, calmed them and promised them that she would 



 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 

continue to support them as much as she could and that they could remain 

in the bunker. 

 

The Zapat family did not receive any remuneration for hiding the Jews, and 

also paid a heavy price, when the father of the family, Albatross, was 

murdered in order to keep the Jews alive. Their motivation was purely 

humane, and their actions speak for themselves. The exalted act was 

derived from their love of their fellow man and their objection to the Nazi 

regime and the harm to human rights. Their acts were reasoned with 

simplicity, as Albatross Zapat expressed: “It is forbidden to let people die, 

we must help them”. On 10.5.45 the village of Palta was freed. 

 

The Chairman of the Righteous Gentile Committee in Israel, Moshe Bailsky, 

wrote to the Zapat family: “If we had a badge of excellence that was higher 

than a medal, I would award it to the Zapat family. With everything we have 

known about the wonders of rescue, to the best of my memory this is the 

first case in which the rescuer was murdered, and following which the Jews 

were not told: “find yourselves another place”. 

 

Albatross and Altiya Zapat were awarded by Yad Vashem in Jerusalem in 

1972 the title of Religious Gentiles. 

(They were few / Alexander Baronovsky) 

 


